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hideous shape of a'half-pear. How this strange
custom came into being, all books to which I have
access give no reliable information. That it did not
prevail in the time of Marco Polo is certain, for the
great Venetian traveller does not allude to it. With
his eye for the strange and outre he could not
possibly have missed seeing, much less recording it,
had it prevailed then There is, however, a certain
vague tradition that it owed its origin to the pass-
ing whim of an Emperor of old of an unusually
despotic turn of mind, who finding his one and only
daughter club-footed and desiring to save her from
the humiliation of a natural deformity sent forth an
Imperial Edict through the length and breadth of
the Empire to the effect that thenceforth all persons
of the female sex above a certain age should have
feet of this size and that shape, and if any person of
the above-named sex was found to possess feet dif-
ferent from the prescribed size and shape such feet
would be instantly chopped off and the person would
stand condemned at the same time of an act of
high misdemeanour against the will and person of
His Heaven-born Majesty. But this or whatever else
might have been the origin of the custom, it passes
one's understanding how generation after generation
millions of women could be found to submit tamely
to the excruciating pain and torture of this crud
custom. But more astounding than this is the fact
that this "horrifying disfigurement was considered
and is still considered a point of beauty and attrac-
tion by the general masses, and that the narrower
the compass and the more hideously compressed the